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The rice field area of eastern Manchuria was develoved by the Agriculture 
Devartment of the Menchukno government vith the helo of Korean farmers en= 
couraged to immigrate by the Jananese. After the var, when Cor-umist forces 
exoe lied landlords and confisented the proverty of middle=class Koreans and 
Chinese, most of the Korean farmers returned to Korea. The authorities in 
the area subsequently found some difficulty in versunading Chinese farmera to 
recccuyy the land, and much of it therefore remained uncultivated. 


In the spring of 1947, the Chinese Communist military auth .rities asked 
Korean farrera to return, and many who had been unable to acauire new iand 
in North Korea went back to their old vroverty in Manchuria. Because cf 
nolitical insecurity, however, many vreferred to remain in North Korea. 


In North Korea, avriculture has sufferei because of the flight of many 
border area farmers into South Korea and the low vroduction of the mountain 
areas. Food has had to be imported from Manchuria, and adequate anoun ss 
were hard to obtain because of lovered acresse in Manchuria, 


In order to readjust the a-ricultural balance, a nlan was devised in August 
194-9 by the North Korean sovernrent and the Chinese Communists to, move 2,000 
Korenn farilies into Menchuria. Minister of Interior PAK Ilen ( Bs — fF } 
represented the North Korean governrent and, CHOU Paoselyang (/8/ 4 (2, y je 
Governor of Kirin Province and LIN Ch'unech!iu Cth Af ) head Bp the Yen 
Kuo ¢ BE He, ) aren Snecial Revresentative Office revresentel the Chinese 
Comunists. Of these, 1,500 farilies were to come from North ani Sonth 
Haneyongs Province and 500 families from Kangwon Province. Emtigretion was 

to be comvleted by January 21950.** 


‘oving is not comoulsery, but farmers who had not been successful either 
because they received poor land in the vestewar distribution or beecaus. of 
their own nepligence and inefficiency were advised by village committees to 
go to Nenchuria. Farmers mist bear all rovine exynenses and can exvecs to 
vay similar taxes in kind as they have been Daving in Korea. Many residents 
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of Jorth Hameyong Province who had nreviousty Lived in Manchuria volunteered 
to veturn. 


25X1 in late 1948 and @arly YJ aoout cen thousand North Korean farrere were 
soved into Manchuria to farm collectively the lant formerly cultivated br 
jhe Japanese Agricultural Colonist Coros. 
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